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Rainerescate to the sea turtle facilities.

Who Are We?

We are the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), also known as NOAA Fisheries.
Our sea turtle facility is part of the NOAA/NMFS
Galveston Laboratory. We are not a public aquarium
or a zoo. We are a federal research facility (U.S.
Department of Commerce). Thousands of people
visit our facility each year. Public outreach and
education are vital if sea turtle recovery efforts are
going to be successful.

When are the Tours?

Guided tours of our facility are offered to the
public free of charge each Thursday at 10:00 am
and 1:00 pm (excluding federal holidays).
Tours last approximately 1 ¥ hours and are
conducted by advance reservation only. There
are no weekend tours. For safety reasons,
children must be at least 6 years old to
participate in the tour. All ages are welcome at
our annual open house. Visit our website for
dates and details:
http://www.galvestonlab.sefsc.noaa.gov/

Handicap accessible restrooms and a drinking
fountain are on site. Food and drink are NOT
permitted anywhere in the sea turtle facility and
there are no concessions or eating facilities on
site. Free parking is available in both our lot
and on the street. Bus parking is available on
the street.

Please call 409-766-3500 for details and
reservations.
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http://www.galvestonlab.sefsc.noaa.gov/ Call 409-766-3500 to make reservations



What Do We Do?

All species of sea turtles found in U.S. territorial waters are
classified as threatened or endangered, and they are
protected by the U.S. Endangered Species Act (ESA). The
sea turtle facility at NOAA Fisheries Galveston is the only
facility of its kind in the world. We are known worldwide
for our work on captive rearing of sea turtles. Our work
supports national and international sea turtle recovery efforts
and programs that are required by the U.S. Endangered
Species Act.

Approximately 450 sea turtles are reared in our facility each
year. The loggerhead sea turtle hatchlings that we obtain
from Florida are part of a cooperative conservation program
with that state. They are captive reared for up to two years,
used in research, and then released into the Atlantic Ocean
or Gulf of Mexico.

Fisheries research is our primary goal. New tags and
tagging methods are developed at the facility before they are
used in the field. Sea turtle growth and feeding studies are
ongoing at the facility. Captive reared sea turtles are used to
test experimental “turtle friendly” fishing gear designed
specifically to prevent sea turtles from drowning in fish nets
and becoming entangled or hooked in longline fishing gear.

Since 1978, over 25,358 Kemp’s ridleys and 3,005
loggerhead sea turtles have been reared, tagged, and
released. Growth and migration studies of captive-reared
sea turtles indicate they adapt well and are found throughout
the natural range of the species.

We are also a sea turtle rehabilitation center and
hospital for the upper Texas coast. Injured or sick sea
turtles found in the wild are treated and rehabilitated at
the laboratory and released back into the wild. The sea
turtle hospital is not open to the public.

What Will You See on Your Visit?

One of our highly trained volunteers will lead you on a
guided tour of the sea turtle facility. Depending on the
time of year of your visit, you will see up to 450 live
sea turtles of one or more species housed in 30
saltwater tanks. There is no glass or fence between you
and the turtles, but please do NOT touch! Special
permits are required to handle sea turtles as they are
protected by both Federal and State Laws.

You will also learn about the biology and ecology
of sea turtles,
the threats to
sea turtles,
current
research at
the sea turtle
facility,
conservation
and
protection
measures
being used to
save sea
turtles from
extinction.

Aside from the living exhibits, we also have
numerous interactive and informative exhibits on
sea turtle eggs, sea turtle tags and tagging
techniques, sea turtle skulls and a shell (carapace)
you can touch. We also have two shrimp net and
Turtle Excluder Device (TED) exhibits — including
a full sized shrimp net fitted with a TED and a
Bycatch Reduction Device (BRD).

When is the Best Time of the Year to Visit?

There are sea turtles in the facility year round.
Hatchlings arrive in late July or early August and
they grow quickly. The best time to visit to see
hatchlings is August through November. The best
time to see larger sea turtles is December through
May. The end of the school year (March—May) can
be a busy time as schools book field trips. Make
your reservations 4-5 months in advance as the
tours book quickly. The sea turtle facility is
climate controlled for the sea turtles’ comfort. Sea
turtles like it hot and humid. The facility is kept at
a constant 80 degrees F and 100% humidity.




